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SAYBROOK GARDEN CLUB
GARDEN CONNECTIONS NEWSLETTER

LOOKING TO GET INVOLVED IN YOUR COMMUNITY?
J O I N  A  S AY B R O O K  G A R D E N  C L U B  C O M M I T T E E !

Annual Fundraiser

Saybrook: A Community of Treasured Traditions
Saybrook is an amazing place! I am reminded of this daily. We have long standing traditions like this year’s 52nd 
annual Christmas Tea which included women from many generations: Lillian Cera and Ann Potterton were there 
and shared memories of many past teas; Suzanne Troy reminded all of us of Jon Benton who, in past years, had 
played piano at the event; Kia Cvengros hosted the event this year while still being one of our “new” neighbors; 
and most importantly the committee of women who planned the whole event! 

Where do people welcome you with open arms (and flowers) when you move in? Or give you an opportunity 
to really know a group of neighbors more than 100 strong? Or include anyone who wants to join the group? 
Or raise funds to help students at our local schools, sponsor individuals with scholarships, etc? Saybrook is 
a special community with treasured traditions. We should be proud of this thing that was started by some 
amazing women years ago and is nurtured by each of us every day.

As the new year begins, I hope you will join us! Saybrook Cares hosted a 
Blood Drive on Sunday, January 13th. Watch for additional Blood Drive’s this 
summer or fall hosted by Saybrook Cares. Or perhaps we’ll see you at the 
Trivia Night Fundraiser on Friday January 25th. SGC will be raising money 
to help our local schools or other organizations that may request help. Last 
year we awarded three $1,000 scholarships to seniors at Naperville North.  
Or perhaps you have something you’d like to share and you’ll create an event 
to help support the community. We’ll join you!

SGC Co-Presidents
Maura Hoff and Jennifer Riordan

Check your inbox for the winter Evite, our annual Trivia  
Night Fundraiser! Lock in your sitters for Friday, 

January 25th so you can join us at Mullen’s Bar & Grill located at 3080 
Warrenville Road in Lisle where a fun night of Trivia and great raffle prizes 
awaits! Cost is $40 per person. Tickets will be $50 at the door.

RSVP on the Evite and drop your check made payable to Saybrook Garden 
Club (or cash with your info) at Tricia Hutton’s home at 1505 Maple Knoll 

January 2019

CALENDAR
M A R K  YOU R

 
TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER 
January 25th, 7:00pm

NAPERVILLE YARD WASTE 
COLLECTION RESUMES

March 18th

EASTER EGG HUNT
April 20th

PROGRESSIVE DINNER
June 1st

GARDEN WALK
June date TBD

If you would like to volunteer  
and help out with any of  

these events, please email  
saybrookgardenclub@gmail.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
FOR MORE INFO AND EVENTS!

(continued on top of page 2)
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Remembering Jon Benton
At our wonderful Christmas Tea recently, we were able to share the memory of one of our neighbors, Jon 
Benton. Jon was a professional piano player and he often played piano at Christmas Teas. He and his wife, 
Allisann, lived at the corner of Bauer and Loomis. Allisann passed away seven years ago. I only met Jon more 
recently while walking my dog. I enjoyed getting to know Jon. I learned that he became a Christian when he was 
invited by his long-time friend George Pradel to join his bible study group. It was also a way for him to grieve 
for the loss of his wife. May we all remember this holiday season that community is about sharing joys, sorrows 
and memories, And that we are all here to support each other.

Happy Holidays,
Suzanne Troy

On this note, in past newsletters we would include birth announcements and death notices of our Saybrook 
neighbors. In this newsletter we remember Jon Benton and also Corrine “Rennie” Jones (wife of Ed Jones) 
who passed away recently. Rennie lived at 1416 N. Loomis. If you have any announcement you would like 
to put in the SGC newsletter, please contact Hillary Andrlik at hillaryann@gmail.com

Court. All proceeds from this event support the students of Beebe, Jefferson 
and Naperville North. We hit room capacity last year, let’s do that again. This 
event is open to non-SGC members too, so invite friends. 

We are looking for donations for our raffle prizes—do you have extra tickets, 
a service or product that you would be interested in donating to the Adult 
Fundraiser event? Please contact Tricia Hutton at Tricia.hutton@gmail.com 
or 708-334-5295. See you there!

BOUQUET
OF CHEER!

Please welcome our new 
neighbors:

Bruce and Kumi Rannin  
and their children  

Makoty (8) and Miyako (6)
105 Greenbriar Court,  

from Japan!

(Trivia Night Annual Fundraiser continued)

Help Share the Gift of Creativity!
As a neighborhood, we are big on sharing, recycling, re-using and 
giving back. This great organization, Upcycling Colors, does just 
that with arts and crafts and school supplies!

Please take a look at their website upcyclingcolors.org, they 
will take your extra or leftover supplies like:

• Pencils, crayons, markers, etc • Legos - loose or sets
• Craft kits • Kids book, coloring books
• Paints, paint brushes, etc. • Stickers
• Paper - any kind, any size • Educational toys
• School books • And much more!

Upcycling Colors recycles these items for kids who might not have as many creative opportunities. Would you 
like to help? Then put any unwanted art supplies to the side and check the SGC website and Facebook page for 
upcoming collection dates.
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The Christmas Tea event was a wonderful success again this year. Thank 
you ladies that came out and brought a gift card to share with Jefferson 
Jr. High. We raised $815 in gift cards all given to the jr. high. Also a shout 
out to all those ladies that brought those yummy cookies to share. There 
weren’t any left at the end of the night! The cookie exchange is such a 
great addition to the Christmas Tea. Small Cakes donated 4 dozen full-
size cupcakes this year! So if you have a chance to stop in there and 
support your local bakery please do. The Christmas Tea committee did a 
wonderful job this year with appetizers, the wine, and champagne. 
Charisma Ibarrola was able to get all of the red and white wine donated, 
which means we can take the unused budget 
and put it towards our philanthropy programs!

SGC Holiday Giving
I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season surrounded by friends and family. As usual the Saybrook 
Garden Club and Saybrook neighbors came together to spread the holiday cheer. This year we supported four 
Beebe Elementary School families through our holiday gift giving program. In years past we had a giving tree 
at the Christmas Tea where members could grab a tag and bring a gift. This year we chose a different format by 
using SignUp Genius so that we could reach more SGC members. Within 1 week of posting the list all 32 items 
were taken! I can’t thank everyone enough for their generosity! It is such a wonderful way to celebrate the 
holiday. On top of the gift giving, the Garden Club gave $815 worth of gift cards to Jefferson Jr. High families to 
help them celebrate the holidays. All those gift cards were raised through the Christmas Tea event. Finally, the 
Garden Club donated $1,000 to Naperville North High School to help their families. These are great examples 
of how the Saybrook Garden Club supports our local schools. In order to continue giving to Naperville North 
and support the graduating students of Naperville North and Jefferson Jr. High, please join us at Trivia Night 
on January 25th.

Christmas Tea
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Saybrook Cares
Saybrook Cares is a teen group made up of teens from our neighborhood and their friends. They look for ways 
that they can build community in our neighborhood and help make the world a better place.

This year’s first Saybrook Cares event was the 3rd annual run. The run was organized 
by a group of sixth-grade young men. Jack Reif, Christian Pentz, Owen Wilkey, Andy 
Sullivan, and Franklin Austin. These young men did an amazing job! Over $250 was 
raised which the group used to buy much needed supplies for Hesed House (a local 
homeless shelter) and supplies for the blanket making party. Thank you to every 
single person who came on that cold morning!!! The top prizes were won by Connor 
Hutton (youngest winner in the 5K), Amanda Soloman, and Nathan Gaskill (Nathan 
encourages everyone to sign-up for the Naperville Sprint Triathlon in August, too). 
Special shout out to Evan Harrison and Luke Byram, 4th graders who ran the adult 
race. Lastly and most importantly, thank you to Debbie Phillips who took over 
mentorship of this event.

In November, Saybrook Cares hosted a blanket making party at Beebe school. 
About 60 people attended and 30 blankets were made which were donated to 
Edwards Children’s Hospital and Will County’s Children’s Advocacy Center. Thank 
you to everyone who attended!

In December, the teens made homemade cards to share with older residents in our 
community. The cards were hand delivered and many new bridges were formed. We 
hope to continue to develop relationships and possibly mentorships for the teens.

On January 13th from 12-5, a blood drive was held in 
Saybrook. We invite anyone 16-80 to participate in our 
future blood drives this summer and fall. 

In February, the core Saybrook Cares executive board 
of teens will be baking cookies at Ronald McDonald 
house for Central Dupage Hospital.



WWW.SAYBROOKGARDENCLUB.COM
AND FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK FOR MORE UPDATES! 5

Gardner’s Corner
Winter storms have taken a toll on our beautiful parkway trees in Saybrook. While no planting will take place till 
spring we thought we would remind the neighborhood about Naperville’s parkway tree replacement program. 
If you lost a parkway tree please check out this opportunity our city provides.

Parkway Tree Removal and Replacement  |  The City of Naperville
www.naperville.il.us/residents/our-urban-forest/parkway-trees/

The city also has a new program “Adopt-a-Drain”, in which homeowners choose a drain to help clear so streets 
don’t flood (12th Ave & Washington tends to flood). In established neighborhoods like Saybrook keeping the 
drains clear helps the entire community keep basements dry during spring storms. Please consider participating 
in this new program. Let’s keep Saybrook lovely!

Adopt-a-Drain Program  |  The City of Naperville
www.naperville.il.us/residents/adopt-a-drain-program/

Thanks to Loraine Nemo for providing tips and information to help keep our community beautiful. If you have 
a helpful gardening resource or tip please email them to Hillary Andrlik at hillaryann@gmail.com.

What’s Happening at Beebe Garden
Hummingbirds, butterflies and vegetables abounded Beebe Garden this summer. 
The garden produced a plentiful yield of Swiss Chard, carrots, beans, peppers, 
and more. Thanks to the hard work of neighbors and scouts coordinated by 
Lucy Nobrega, Dana Coleman-Mali, and Laura Dunne, we were able to donate 
approximately 250 pounds of fresh vegetables to the Lisle Food Pantry. Thanks 
to all who helped pull weeds, volunteered during planting days with the Beebe 
students, and watered the plants. 

And Saybrook has been doing its part in using our suburban green spaces to create habitat for threatened 
pollinators including the Monarch butterfly, whose numbers have fallen by 90% since the 1990s. The native 
flower gardens at Beebe and on the 12th Street island and signs have been attracting a myriad of pollinators. 
We found over 70 monarch eggs and caterpillars on milkweed in these public gardens over the summer. Thanks 
to the Mendrys, Paolettos, Hoffs, Jurjovecs, Reifs, and Austins for raising them in their homes. In the wild, only 
one in twenty eggs makes it to the butterfly stage. Between the public gardens and several butterfly gardens 
in our own yards, the neighborhood raised over 150 monarchs and tagged some of them to help 
scientist track their migration to Mexico. If you’d like to help with Beebe Garden, Beautification, 
or plant a pollinator garden in your own yard this coming season, feel free to reach out to me. 

Thanks! 
Hannah Graver
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Beautification Fund Update
Thank you to everyone who ordered Poinsettias to support the Saybrook 
Beautification Fund! We were able to sell close to 40 plants and earn about 
$250 to help us put up the Christmas lights on the main entryway! Just a 
reminder, included in this newsletter is the Beautification Fund Dues postcard/
form for 2019! Please help support us in maintaining the Saybrook entryways 
for this year! The money will go toward servicing and maintaining the entry 
islands, as well as the brick entry monuments. Any questions, please contact 
Melissa Lavigne at saybrook.beautification@gmail.com.

Didn’t receive a postcard or misplaced your postcard? Just fill out the form below with 
a check made payable to Saybrook Beautification and return to Melissa Lavigne,  
5 E 14th Avenue, Naperville 60563 OR for credit card donations, send money via 
PayPal to Saybrook.beautification@gmail.com.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________ Email: _______________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:        $10        $25        $50        Other Amount _________________

SEPTEMBER 2018 - AUGUST 2019
SAYBROOK GARDEN CLUB MEMBERSHIP

RETURN PAYMENT AND FORM TO 112 BARLEY AVENUE

NAME:

EMAIL 1:          EMAIL 2:

ADDRESS:          PHONE:

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS:
MEMBERSHIPS ARE VALID FROM SEPT 2018 - AUG 2019
CHECKS PAYABLE TO SAYBROOK GARDEN CLUB

q $25  STANDARD MEMBERSHIP RATE 

q $15 SENIOR RATE (65 AND BETTER)

HOW CAN YOU 
HELP?
being a member means 
being active, our 
club depends on it so 
sign up now!

q SALAD SUPPER

q HAYRIDE

q FUNDRAISING

q CHRISTMAS TEA

q  EASTER EGG HUNT

q GIRLS NIGHT OUT

q BOOK SALE

q BEEBE GARDEN

q  PREPARE FOOD

q  PROGRESSIVE DINNER

q  HELPING HANDS 
(ONE-OFF OPPORTUNITIES  

TO LEND A HAND)

SAYBROOK GARDEN CLUB

EASTER
EGG HUNT

Save the date for this year’s 
Easter egg hunt!

SATURDAY
April 20th, 10:30am

at Beebe Elementary

Remember, Saybrook doesn’t have a homeowners association. So while the dues are optional, we urge you to 
contribute so that we can keep Saybrook beautiful for all of us to enjoy. Every little bit helps!


